All,

Thanks to everyone who commented on the integration of a kit to family life.  

Some of our circumstances are as follows for those who may want to chime in again or for those who didn’t on the first round.  We both valued the conversation your responses between us initiated as much as the material that was shared as some things we had not talked about.  Here is some more information about our decision process, as we would value any additional comments based on the subject matter. 

We are in the midst of a career change for me, in which I am leaving a very small business to considering accepting employment for a company from overseas and begin their USA counterpart.  This is going to allow me to afford aviation more than my current situation was going to be able to do after more time with family etc.

If we accept the overseas proposal, we are to move there for 1 year for training before returning to the states.  A kit purchase would most likely occur within 18mo after our return placing delivery at approximately 3 years out.  By this time we will have made our stay at 2 kids or have more decision in which the –10 consideration will sink or swim.  The cool thing is that there will be some traveling and my perspective employer thinks highly of me using a personal aircraft to traverse the east coast to visit projects and I get to work from home.  

My decision to build comes from the USMC where I was flying aircrew on helos responsible for preflight/postflight inspections and became very thorough to airworthiness.  I feel that I have a healthy fear of local rentals as I do 20-30 year old aircraft.  Someday there will be a capability for the type of electronics to be on A/C (aircraft) so that periodic downloads would provide a continuous record of G’s exhibited on an airframe.  When it comes to sell a couple of minutes of graph scrolling would flag any spikes and the frequency of more than normal G loads.  An idea for some of you techies?  A kit would eliminate the uncertain history of a 5000 hour+ airframe.  It would also be less expensive than a purchased A/C. 

We have the buy/build question heavy on the table but the previous concern leans away from heavily used.  It would only take a millisecond after a catastrophic failure with my family aboard to regret a used purchase.  

Is there an X-ray type inspection that can be done on spars prior to purchase of an airframe?  The helo I was on had to have 50 hr inspections done on each of its 7 sleeve and spindles and was called an Eddie Current inspection.

I valued Tim’s input on getting the small piper or beech and moving up as the family grows.  

The following is some of the observations/conversations that my wife and I made as a result of your input.

It became quickly apparent to my wife that this simply wasn’t a decision that she simply allows me to make and undertake regardless of whether she ever touches a rivet gun or not.  Since we are in the midst of many life changes and a 4 week old this large decision weighed a bit heavy on her. 

There seemed to be an under written approval system to whether a wife was a good supporter or not based on her riveting and upholstery skills.  She is an English Major as a High School teacher who is now a stay at home mom up to her wings in diapers, spit up, toys and also kisses, cute moments and all that comes with having small children.  She started a Novel long ago and it is her Kit plane.  She would like to do some speaking in the future, which we feel we could shuttle her around in a plane if we had one.  So she had concern of my view of her if she would not be a riveting wife though she has expressed interest in helping a build.  BTW Dan C’s hook-line-sinker how to get your wife involved was not too well received but I can see his point.  He doesn’t appear to have children either.  Tim, yours are about as old now as mine would be in 6 years, how did the young ones stay involved with the build if at all?

We asked ourselves why we wanted to build.  The sense of accomplishment at the sake of the time it takes?  Money savings? Yes.  Safety? Yes.  For the joy of flying?  Could my aviation bug be satisfied with a bought plane and does this seem like cheating your way into the air?  Most likely it would and yes some cheating but it all depends on your perspective. 

We discussed a step-by-step plan where I would possibly buy into an LSA and take the 16 day course to have an maintenance certificate to practically match the savings kits would provide not paying an A&P.  Rans S-7 Currier is advertised in Plane and Pilot as 75K – turn key – nicely equipped.  I sat in one at Osh and fit EXTREMELY well. (6’3”, 13 shoe, 220lbs –10 fits very nice too) This way I could build hours as I affordably work up the insurance rate chain as my rides become more complex and endorsements are added.  I would also consider a Check built Mermaid for the reason listed next. 

I have been fond of amphibs a lot probably for my safety outlook.  An engine out has many more options for safe landings on H20 or Land as either would be very survivable and an engine out on land would not bend the airframe/prop or both (comparing to a retractable)  And my wife’s family has a cabin in Minnesota.  The fixed gear option will not fare to well save a Cirrus except over water where the designed gear flex on a chute landing is lost when the gear penetrates the water surface and the wings do a smack on the surface.  One survivor compressed his spine but is alive.  See this month’s “I learned that from flying” article in Flying magazine.  Piper 140 flips in the drink on a trip to Mexico even with a noted lower horizontal CG momentum than a high wing would have.  Either had been unconscious and curtains for them.  Add less than 10 year old kids to the mix it could get ugly which makes having a Lake or better a SeaWind attractive but till this opportunity has been very cost prohibitive. 

Has there ever been a string on attaching a BRS on a –10? If I build in 3 years I will be looking seriously into this “mod”.  Attach to rear spar hard points.  Integrate bolt receiver plates on 2 upper engine frame mounts (L and R) and glass straps/cables to exterior of windshield frame up and over the canopy.  Sounds ugly now but in 3 years someone might do it and clean it up a lot.  BRS says the C-172 weighs ~65lbs.  ~90lbs of lost useful load for chute and system would place a lot of confidence in safety.  It’s all a risk factor decision.  I love flying and believe in its safety.  I feel that my background has produced a level of safe outlook that will make wise go-no go decisions etc. 

We also talked a lot about time vs. money investments and savings pros and cons of both.  A kit is a compromise of both.  We decided that when we relocate to Cincinnati area (I would hanger at Butler Co airport, anyone there by chance?) that we would seek a home where we could build in a walkout basement avoiding Polebarn builds more heat bills permits etc.  All painting would have to be farmed out of course. 

A lot will come down to my role returning to the USA if that is the route we will go and how the startup and operations affect our life.  We may opt for the Deems plan of family work and play then build when the kids are gone.  If that is the case and this company takes off I will be contacting Viper Aircraft (I fit well here too but seats are limited in travel and are fixed at the time of build or at least was at ’05 Osh) this would fix the avgas problem but then there might not be any gas then.  Seems like the good ‘ol USA has been conservatively sourcing from our property to save up when everyone else’s goes empty.  

Maybe some will reply – get a motor home and quite worrying.  I could but flying really is the way to go.  I love it and my wife likes it too.  

If I build a –10 in 3 years I will be more prepared to do so for the involvement I have and will have with this group – which is the point of it all anyway.  

Thank you all for your input and replies to come.

The Geans Family

