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Today, representatives of several Oregon state government agencies met with pilots to discuss solutions for the general aviation problems caused by passage of House Bill 2210. The new law mandates 10% ethanol in gasoline throughout the state by July 15, 2008. Chaired by Dan Clem, the director of the Oregon Department of Aviation, the meeting was hosted at the Department of Agriculture, which is tasked with implementing the law. HB 2210 appears to preclude the use of FAA-approved automobile fuel (mogas) STCs, which prohibit the presence of ethanol. It may also affect pilots of Experimental and LSA aircraft.

However, a lawyer from the Attorney General’s office was the key to positive action expected to result from the meeting. She described her detailed analysis of HB 2210 and concluded that aviation use of ethanol-free gasoline is permitted, regardless of whether it was intended for aviation (100LL) or not (mogas). However, she believes that the law would not allow the long-term fix: mandating the availability of ethanol-free mogas at all retail outlets. (Several states including Montana have provisions requiring that all premium gasoline will remain ethanol-free.) An amendment to force ethanol-free premium gas in Oregon would require legislative action and would be difficult to achieve because of political and oil industry opposition. Also, the deadline has passed for starting new bills to be processed during the February 2008 legislative session.

Clem characterized the effect on aviation as an “unintended consequence,” and someone who tracked the bill speculated that because it appeared late in the 2007 legislative session, few legislators were likely to have even read it. 

Are the drafters of HB 2210 and the governor’s office aware of the problems they have created? Yes, Clem said. He and others agreed that current momentum for an acceptable long-term solution should be pursued now by both state agencies and affected users such as pilots using mogas, the marine industry and others.

The 21 people at today’s meeting included five pilots and Michael Burrill, chairman of the state aviation board. Everyone at the meeting appeared concerned about the technical issues and expressed an interest in finding an acceptable solution. At the conclusion, Agriculture Department reps agreed to Step 1 of a two-phase process: The department will draft a clear implementing statement that ethanol-free gasoline for aviation remains legal. Step 2—the mandate to require ethanol-free premium gasoline everywhere in Oregon—will take longer and need support eventually by major players such as the oil industry. That is likely to be a tough sell.

Attendees appeared to agree that the best hope for short-term success is to convince FBOs at airports to install tanks and pumps and sell ethanol-free premium mogas. The state’s Business Energy Tax Credit (BETC) program may be an incentive. 

The next meeting to address HB 2110 is scheduled for 9 a.m. on December 12 in the downstairs conference room at the Agriculture Department, 635 Capitol Street in Salem. –Dave Martin, past president, OPA

