
Red Star Northeast 2008 Formation Fly-In

To:
All North East Formation Pilots

Re:
Formation Flying @ Flying W  (N14)  on  March 14th –15th-16th

Dear Fellow REDSTAR Pilot:

The REDSTAR pilots in Southern New Jersey have planned an informal Formation Training Clinic and Formation practice for March 2008. Many of you will remember the outstanding time we had last year at the Flying W Airport. Great weather, good educational programs, and some serious formation flying are all on the agenda. We have scheduled the fifth annual event to be held at Flying W (N14) in Lumberton NJ. Your participation is invited to dust off the rust and get into the game!

Tentative Schedule:  

Friday 14th
Registration & Hotel Check-in w/ Afternoon Formation Flying 

Sat 16th
0830 Briefing first flight w/ 09:30 takeoff w/ approx 4 ea -½ hr flight(s)  & de-brief
Sunday 17th  
Same Schedule (for those who are still standing after Sat night)

The schedule enclosed is dependant on the weather and the experience level of the attendees. Several types of sorties will be arranged based on the number of pilots, GIBs, and the number of qualified instructors who attend.  Our objective is to safely have some fun while maintaining or further developing our Lead and Wing pilot formation flying skills. We all need a good workout after this winter’s weather!

Please contact me prior to your arrival so that we may better organize the format and flights.

To effectively plan the weekend your early registration is appreciated.

We may have to limit the number of new Trainee participants based on the number of qualified instructors. Also, we will require everyone, who has not done so previously, to attend the Formation Clinic Training Lecture before flying with the group. If you have not attended before please call me. 

The Group Briefing is Mandatory so that you know where the practice areas are!
If you can contact a qualified formation instructor and encourage his participation it would be a big help to the success of the weekend. Let me know if someone in your area should be sent this email. To Pre-register, ask a question, or volunteer to help, Tim Stevens may be reached several ways:

Most effectively by email @  tastevens1@aol.com       Cell 609-922-0547

Days 856-222-1000 x103       Evenings 856-753-1975       Fax 856-222-9855

Schedule or Operations Questions call Me or  Marty  856-979-4440 

Or email Marty @  martinsh@aol.com
Please make separate Flying W Hotel Reservations directly at  609-267-7673. The hotel has blocked rooms for us, but you must register early to ensure availability. Do not delay!

Other proposed or possible fun and flying activities dependant on participant interest include:

1. Northeast Raider Scholarships are the big event this year. We are granting multiple scholarships at this event. A special ceremony will take place and  press coverage is planned. Flying the awardees is part of the program. Your cash contribution to this worthy cause is appreciated! Flying W and the Northeast Raiders with great effort by many, created a 2008 calendar and sales have been brisk. If you don’t have one you need to call Flying W operations and get one today.  

2. Air-to-Air Photos. We hope to have Mr. Don Spering a “top-shelf” professional photographer in attendance that really wants some GIB time. Try to save one sortie for this guy! 

3. Fly the locals just for fun. We anticipate several high school age flying oriented kids will be on site willing to help out. A little “pay it forward” and sharing a thrill with a future flyer is always rewarding.

4. Sun and Fun formation departure scheduling. Northeast Yak flyers may want to depart as early as April 5th to get some early practice in the mass fly-in for the Sun and Fun airshow. Sun and Fun is scheduled to start April 8th. This weekend may be a good time to coordinate a group formation flight south. Typically, a Red Star formation training clinic will NOT be offered this year at Sun and Fun. Also, the base for the Red Star aircraft will be right at Sun and Fun (Lakeland) and the Warbird group is staying at the Holiday Inn in Winter Haven 863-294-4451.

5. Evening Entertainment. Flying W and a great restaurant, bar w/ music and several pool tables.  A lively game or two of Crud while enjoying a beverage or two maybe in your future.

6. Discussions regarding future Formation Activities. Another event is planned for Easton Maryland on May 1st – May 4th. Details will be available.   Plan for future monthly formation flying to prep for Oshkosh starting July 26th. Help celebrate the 50th year for the CJ6.

7. Your suggestions are encouraged. Let us know your thoughts!

A Reminder:

The Redstar Pilots Association is working on behalf of all the Redstar group to better organize and support our aircraft type. If you have not renewed your organization or FAST membership in 2008 PLEASE do so.  

If you are planning to participate in the training that may be available you will need to make certain that the required aircraft airworthiness items are in full compliance w/ Federal Regulations. Radio and intercom MUST be fully functional.  Parachutes which have been re-packed with in the last 120 days are required! Remember, the decision to fly with you remains the privilege of the formation instructor or your flight wingman. Wear Your flightsuit!

PLAN TO ATTEND THE FORMAL GROUP BRIEFING BEFORE FLYING!

Red Star Northeast 2008 Formation Fly-In

          Please email this registration form to tastevens1@aol.com or Fax 856-222-9855

Pilot First Name______________________ Last Name________________________

Address__________________________________________ Your Email______________________

GIB First name ______________________ Last Name ________________________

Contact telephone  (____) _____________ Home Airport______________________

Aircraft Type___________________
Aircraft N # _______________________

Arrival Date ____________________
Departure Date ____________________

Will you need a Hotel room @ the Flying W?   Yes_______   No______ Reservations By YOU!

We are going to attempt to pair the experience level of the participants. Please indicate the previous formation experience you have.

Approx. _______Hrs of Formation Experience   Approx. total time ____________hrs

Military____________ hrs       Other Training or previous Experience ____________________
Wingman Qualified? Yes _______ No ______ Fast LEAD Qualified?  Yes_______  NO ______

I HAVE NO PREVIOUS  EXPERIENCE  Yes_______  No_______(instructor REQUIRED)

Will you be attending Sun and Fun in April 2008?
Yes_______  No _______

If so, are you planning to fly to Fla. with the group ?      Yes_______  No________

Will you be attending Oshkosh in July 2008?

Yes_______  No _______

If so, are you planning to fly to OSH with the group ?    Yes_______  No________

Are you available to act as a Formation Instructor?
Yes_______   No ______

Have you previously attended Formation Training?
Yes _______  No______

Do you plan to attend the  May 1st-4th Easton Clinic?
Yes _______  No ______

Are you interested in a Formation ground school?  
Yes_______   No______

If yes, will you attend Friday Night?


Yes_______  No_______

If Aerobatic Instruction were available at future fly-ins would you be interested?

  

Your comments or suggestions_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Please Note: This schedule is subject to change based on the weather, the interest from the participants and the level of proficiency of the pilots attending.

Friday       Check-In Desk will open at 10am
12:00   Formation Lecture (Participation required before your 1st Flight w/ Northeast Red Star Group)

The Formal Lecture will include a review of the basic formation maneuvers and a briefing on the local area. 

14:00 First Formation Flight – Warm up the group in 2 ship only


(We anticipate 50 Minute Pre flight Brief, 75 Minute flight and 25 Minute De-Brief)

19:00 Happy Hour followed by Dinner   Location:  The BAR.

Saturday 
08:30 Two (2) Aircraft Formation briefing.

12:00 Lunch available at the Flying W café.   Bag lunch avail. w/ Pre-Order & Pre-Payment @ AM Briefing. 

13:00 Two (2) Aircraft Formation briefing.    

17:30 Group Meeting. Group Photo.  Please try to attend.  Show those RED STAR colors!

 Planning the Northeast Red Star Future. Please try to Attend!

19:00 Group dinner At the Flying W Restaurant and bar.  Live music in the Bar. 

Sunday 

07:30 Two (2) Aircraft or Four (4) Aircraft Formation flying

13:00 Lunch (on your own)

13:30 Two (2) Aircraft or Four (4) Aircraft Formation flying

16:00  Head Home
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